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ITc^nftnniol Rtport 

ORGANIZATIONS^ 
Rotaiy Club 
Active Here 
For 53 Years 

Eagle Like Rotary Club 
observed its fiftieth anniver­
sary of the founding of the 

„ service club in this commun-
'"Tty at~a banquet* held in the 

Community Center Tuesday, 
June 12th. 1973. 

The club had its founding 
on April 16th, 1923 with 
sixteen charter members. 
Charter members include W. 
E. Lenhart, Jesse Thomas, 
Harry Reading, S. Odis 
Boothe, Joe H. McCreary, 
Ben H. Faber, L D. Allen, 
George H. Bowles, Louis 
Burger. B. H. Daily. James 
A. Dromgoole. George Keith, 
James Morgan, Floyd Nor-

—tnan.-Robeft Pulwsy and i t e 

The lat« %fs: 

ornnizat 
Thedu 

Ataa. 
dub was th« 1408rd to 

be organixed under the 
Rotary International Charter 
program and was aponsor«d 
by the Downtown Houtton 
Rotary Club. 

Membership in the dub has 
fluctuated through the yeara 
from a low of 13 to a high of 
47. 

The cKib wUI begin iU SSrd 
year of service on July 1st. 
1976. The 197^77 president 
of the club is Jim W. Stanael. 

-Past -presidents indodr^ftl' 
the order of service from 
1923 through 1975): 

W. E. Cenhart. J. H. 
Morgan, J. A. Dromgoole, 
Neal Ellis, Emil Harigel, W. 
C. Reed, Nic C. Ney, Harry 
L. Reading, Raymond Davis, 
Gilbert Chopin, Louis W. 
Stiles, W. E. Lenhart, 
Gresham Marmion, W. E. 
Strickland, Gardner C. Dun­
can. David R. Wintermann. 
William B. Hinton, S. Odis 
Boothe, Willard E. Shuart, 
Ben H.:-McElhinDey,. William -̂  

, 1«. T^jotnas. WiUiim AI-.-
x.̂ .v .^^oreeht. Jimmy-Jenkine, Wal- ' 

n u w ^ "J? ' « « Lfhdsay. Simon S 
Davis Harbert was pianist - - -and club sweetheart upon its Sinclair, E. F. Abercrombie; 

Also, Elmer Strun, Lk>yd 

Masonrl i j 
103ni Year 
In Ea{le Lake 

Eagle Lake Masonic Lodge 
No. 8M. A.F. and A.M., 
cokbrated the eentennial of 
iU founding on June 9th, 1973 
wHh a program at the Rice 

XScboor 
(le Lake w u still in ita 

infancy when a group of 
persons dedded in 1872 to 
request permission to ar-
ranijit a Lodge here. The 
townaite had been designated 
a few years earlier and it* 

—would be amdKr 15 years 
before Congressman J. J. 
Maosfieid (then County 
Judge of Colorado County) 
would issue an order 
incorporating the City of 
EajrieLake. 

On Dec. 9, 1872 officers of 
Eagle Lake Lodge No. 366 
were installed including B. C. 
Jones as Worshipful Master. 
He wu succeeaed in that 
office by John F. Fuller on 
June 9,1878. 

The Lodge participated in 
the Uying sf a «>merstone of 
the Eagle Lake PubB '̂&hool. 
^^UdingoihAug. tO, 1910 and 
this instilled members to 
erect a new building in 1911. 
The Lodge still occupies the 
same building although it 

.underwent extensive im­
provements in 1969. 

The Lodge meets every 
second Friday of the month. 
Current Worshipful Master is 
James L. Adkins. Bufford 
Ashley is the incoming 
Worshipful Master. 

New Novel Tells Of County 
Confederate Cavalrymen's Ride 

m t * 

^l=li^^1 

y."AME RiCA! 
Eagle Lake Rotary Club Is 

proud to have had a part In 
this community's progress for 
the past fifty-three years! 

Williani Chester 
Is founder 
Of Chester^ilh 

Named after one of its 
early Settlers, William Chest-
ter. Chestervitle became 
quite a good-sized little town 
around the turn of the 
century when many immi­
grant trains from Iowa, 
Kansas, and Missouri brought 
settlers to Texas and to the 
Chesterville prairie in par­
ticular. John Linderholm 

The ghosts of a hundred 
Confederate cavalrymen from 
Colorado County ride again in 
a new, critically-acclaimed 
historical novel, "The Devil 
Gun" (G. P. Putnam's Sons, 
New York), by William 
Edward Syers, Kerrville 

-niBt̂ ior «rd"SoulJiwestern 
feature-columnist. It was" 
reported to. the Headlight 
this week. 

Syers is author of the 
best-selling Texas heritage 
collection, "Off the Beaten 
Trail," carried for many years' 
as a feature column by Texas 
newspapers. 

Captained by John S. 
Shropshire, the Colorado 
County men were troopers in 
Company A, second regiment 
of the Sibley Brigade of 
cavalry. In an audacious 
stroke aimed at annexing 
western gold and blockade-
proof Pacific ports to the 
infant Confederacy, Sibley's 
Texans stormed west almost 
to the California line, 

Council 
Instituted in '59 

The Eagle Lake Council of 
the Knights of Columbus, Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help 
Council No. 4843, was 
instituted in ceremonies held* 
August 30, 1959 in Nada, 
Texas with a total of fifty-pne 
charter members. 

During the past seventeen 
years the council has carried 

*on numenAis community and 
fraternal projects and the 
membership has continued to 
increase v.-ith a totar'or'123 
members during this bicen­
tennial year. -•'"' 

Albert Pustejovsky was 
the Grand Knight of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help 
Council when it was formed. 
The current Grand Knight is 
Darius Brisco. 

The council meets every 
fourth Tuesday at 8 p.m. at 
Didner HaU. 

One of the major projects 
for the past two years has 

dragging with t h e m " o j ; w ' ? i L ^ " J S . " I l i ^ ^ ^ 
crpfii^^elcarnons.WEi^^^^ 
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capturing Tucson, Arizona 
and Albuquerque and Santa 
Fe, New Mexico. 

Without reinforcement or 
Supply, the Texans endured 
an epic thousand-mile retreat. 

•as the^Goofederate Valverde 
ffattery, which they fought 
all the way through the war. 
Syers titled his book from the 
batt«ry's last surviving gun, 
buried after the wai and later 

BiaflTea" for "tho- Shriiier's 
Crippled ChildriBn's Hospital 
and the Burns Institute. 

unearthed near Fairfield, east 
of Waco. 

Called one of the most 

Citiaens of the community contributed ger.c^'^sly to the 
construction of the Swimming PoOl for this community, con­
structed under sponsorship of the local AmericaitXeglon 
Post and operated by the Post for a numlier of years, before 
turning over the facilities to the Eagle Lake Jaycees«/hb 
are now the operators of the pool. A total of $26,000'iras 
contributed by local citizens to pay for the pool and bath­
houses which were officially opened for the first time with a 
Splash Day May 16, 1948. Fred R. Frnka was commander at 
the Post at that time and serving on an Advisory Commit­
tee were : E. J. Parma, Melvln Campbell, Roland Campbell, 
D, S. Taylor, Harry Larson and J. B. Wesson. 

Cap̂ . J. W. MeCartj 
" T a ^ . W-l^cCarty WM," 
cddtjilh in fh( Coft{e<lecate 
army and was a graduate of 
the Virpinia Military Insti­
tute under "Stonewall" Jack­
son. His wife was the former 
Made'ene Oldham, daughter 
of Judge Oldham. 

1 
4k#f>'»OB#fe4^ftfport -

Purchases First Rice Combine 

powerful historlcarnoVefe^ 
come from t̂he .Aftiericiiti 
Southwest, Syers' book pre­
sents a sweeping panorama of 
Confederate Texas at war, 
Theodore M. Purdy, New 
York contributing editor, 
said. 

MHJTT 
May the freedoms we 

enjoy today-last forever. 

EAGLE UKE ROTARY 
CLUB 

Eagit Lakf, Ttxas 

Spalinger, Deane Fletcher, 
Charles W. Causey, Otis 
Pouncey, Hargrove Smith, M. 
L. Briscoe, Fred R. Frnka. 
Clyde Nispel, Albert Puste 
jovsky. Earl Rodgers, Jr., 
William Farris, Harold Tho 
mas, Fulton M. Dromgoole, 
Dr. Raymond R. Thomas, 
Clyde Brown, Howard C. 
Johnson, Sherman Tryon, Vic 
Scott. Robert Griffith, Ed H.« 
Shirley, Ottis Coleman, Ar­
thur Anderson, T. J. Smith, 
Donald Obenhaus, Frank 
Sherrer, Gerald Bradshaw 
and J. T. (Tommy) Pilking-
ton. 

\ • 

FREEDOM: A continuing responsibility! 
"Providence has showered on this 
land blessings without number, and 
has chosen you as the guardians of 
Freedom, to preserve it for the benefit 
of the human race. .May He enable you 
to guard and defend to the end of 
time the great charge He has committed 
to your keeping." 

Andrew Jackson 

Two centuries ago, eir iarafaUWt Ugtm a gnmi 
experimeit ia lre«iMi and immttnej. We ewe k to 

JkMi^^aid to wrtahrw. to lw<y tfcat E»f sria-t , .<• , , 
ud witk all tke vigw we CM mitor. 

We Salute Eagle Lake and Colorado 
County Progress!! 

Happy Birthday, America! 
From All The "Hard-Working" 'lax-Paying \ 

"Patriotic" Folks at :==i=^ 

y c e Motors, Inc. 
" | I N EAGLE LAKE ^^^'^^^i^i^jH'*"^ " 

¥ ^ 4 ¥ ¥ ¥ t i ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ 

2 Lions Chibs 
Active Here 

Eagle Lake community has 
not one but two very active 
Lions Clubs, the Eagle Lake 
Noon Lions Club, founded in 
1941 and the Eagle Lake 
Evening Lions Club which 
was founded in 1970. 

The Noon Lions Club was 
organized on June 19th, 1941 
and R. F. Spanihel was 
elected president. Lloyd 
Spalinger was first vice 
president; W. M. Hendry, 
second vice president; Joe D. 
Luna secretary; E. J. Morse, 
treasurer; R. L.Cole, tamer; 
Buddy Randow, tail twister 
and Joe L. McCreary, scribe. 

Other charter members 
were: Lewis Kopecky, W. R. 
Terrell. E. M. Kveton, C. A. 
Ziegler, Carter Walker, 
Frank Mazac, M. C. Fontenot, 
Fred F. Nye. Jr.. and S. C. 
Cooper 

The Noon Lions meet at 
noon on Thursdays at the 
Community Center. They 
sponsor a wide variety of 
outstanding projects both 
locally and on the district 
level. 

The Eagle Lake Evening 
'Lions Club held its charter 

light on December lOth, 
1970. Charter president was 
Carl Seaholm, Jr., and other 
officers included: Leonard 
Walker, first vice-president; 
Franklin Reese, second vice-
president; Ken Craig, third 
vice president; Nelson Isen-
hower, secretary; Richard 
Bryant, treasurer; Darius 
Briscoe, Lion tamer; Dale 
Eberhart, tail twister. Other 
charter members,included: 
James C. Crabb, Jack 
Dannels, Dale Dixon, E. A. 
Krivacka, Jack Listowski. 
Bennie Miller, Kenneth Nor-
ris, Herbert Ramirez, Bill 
Rhoades, Lonnie Sommer-
latte. Joseph Wiikerson, 
Wiins Wilson and Dick Wood. 

The club meets at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays at Jack's Restaur 
ant and carries on an active 
community program with 
emphasis on youth prograins. 

-_—Clyde Farthing is the 
current president of the Noon 
Lions and Obie Rhodes is 
president of the Evening 
Lions. 

settled there in 1905 and built 
an office with a teller's 
window in it and a big safe. 
Although it was known as 
"the bank" it was never 
chartered or even organized 
M a private bankingInattllF 
lion. Nevertheless "banking" 
was carried on through this 
office. 

Miss Hannah Linderholm. 
putting down some "Histori­
cal Information" in 1962, does 
not use the word bank. She 
writes "The Linderholm 
ofTice in Chesterville, carried 
on the business matters 
relating to the Colonization 
Projects. Miss Josvphine 
Underhoim was the secre­
tary." 
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^or fWTIonwSgls 
Story Of American Rice 
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The late G. A.. Seaholm, shown above in the center, was 
thie first Eagle Lake rice farmer to purchase a rice combine 
In this community. He is shown with the former, owners of 
Schneider-Ware Company of Eagle Lake, International-Har­
vester dealer, Harold Ware at left, and W. A. (BiU) Sch-
neldei; at right. All three gentlemen are now deceased. 
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THIS IS THE SYMBOL OF OUR AMERICAN FREEDOM 
AND INDEPENDENCE 

Your Own Individual Kind Of Freedom And Independence, 

The Financial Backing For Your Good American Dreams Come True...! 

And Your Good-Sense Saving Ability! 

Choose Colorado County Federal Savings And Loan 
Association, for safety, earnings and strength. 

HIGHEST. . . in savings dividends 
HIGHEST DIVIDEND RATES ALLOWABLE UNDER LAW - PLUS DAILY COMPOUNDING 

S A F E S T . . . In savings : ^ 
ACCOUNTS INSURED TO $40,000.00 UNDER F.S.L.I.C. ~"" 

MOST DEPENDABLE .. m. 
home-owned financial institution, 

, ^ 5 ^ the largest in this area... 

The late I. Vance Duncan, left, and Helmer Seaholm, 
right, are shown, on a couple of their favorite horses. The 
two ihen were pioneers in ranching In the Eagle Lalce area. 
They produced some of the state's finest cattle and quar-
terhorses. Mr. Seaholm Is retired, but still takes an active' 
Interest in farming and ranching progress In the community. 

COLORADO COUNTY FEDERAL 
SAYINCS & LOAN ASSOCIATION 

Home Office - Columbus, Texas 

Branches - Katy, Seoly and Wharton ond SchulenburQ 
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HATS OFF 

TO AMERICA & 

COLORADO 
COUNTY . 

PROGRESS! 

EAGLE LAKE RICE DRYER, INC. 
RICE DRYING AND STC«AGE 

PHONE 234-2538 

EAGLE LAKE 

First Planted In 

Carolinas In 1600's 
The ox teami and back break-

lOK work which marked tht 
beginning o( the American rlc« 
industry are a aharp contract 
to today's highly mtcbanlsad 
multi • million dollar buslMia. 

A story of pioneering Is the 
•tory of American rice. 

Flrat planted in the Care-
Unas in the 1600'«, rice was 
carried weatward by settlara 
who carried seeda in pockets 
and saddlebags along with 
hopes and prayer for prosp«r-
ous farms. 

Primitive equipment and lack 
of dependable water supply 
forced early farmers to pro­
duce only enough rice for tbslr 
own use and it was not until 
after the Civil War that at-
tempts were made toralsstbs 
grain in quantity. 

> To obtain necessary water, 
.. jaarly faxjners caught ralg in 
~JDW. iJlSicss, dumped the rice 
' Ift end worked it tofO the ground 

by walking oxen or other cat­
tle around and around In the 
mud. Levees were shoveled 
by hand and seeding was done 
6y tossing seed from a bucket 
as the farmer walked back and 
forth across the field. Some 
utilized back pouchesfor ssed 
carriers. 

Hand scythes were used for 
harvesting and the rice was 
tied in bundles, carried to high 
ground and left to dry. Straw 
was held over a barrel and the 
grain beaten off. Hulling was 
accomplished with a mortar 
and pestle. 

In the late 1800's the first 
commercial quantity rice 
crops were grown. By this 
time some farmers owned 
steam powered wood stoked 
threshers which spewed grain 
Into hand sewn bags. When the 
threshing was completed, 
every available storage space 
was filled with grain, even­
tually sold and hauled by 
wagons and teams to various 
destinations. 

As progress accelerated and 
rice farming increased, small 
steam powered mills came 
into operation. Farmers, 
seeking more dependable 
sources of water, pumped 
from bayous, rivers or 
streams, or built small canal 
systems. 

Later, the industry was Xo 
see canal companies formed 
to provide intricate systems 
and wide irrigation. 

With increased production, 
wagon and ox or mule teams 
were Inadequate transporta­
tion. About the turn of the 
-century railway tranqwrta-
tion had grown to the point 
where It could be used to car­
ry rice. Boats and barges 
were grain carriers on water­
ways. 

Climate and soil in the rice 
producing region attracted 
settlers. Immigrants came 
from Holland, Turkey. Swe­
den, Germany, Japan and oth­
er sections of the United States 
to establish rice farms. Some 
remained and even today their 
descendants are often found 
still engaged in the'produc­
tion of rice on or near ori­
ginal homesites. Storms, 
mosqultos and other hardships 
drove others away. 

Combine Era Begins * 
In the late 1920's the first 

combines arrived on the rice 
farm scene. Early md^els 
were unwieldy, puU-typks-̂  
which sometimes touk five 

' ^ Member F.S.L.I.C. 

*!LS 

There's No End to Progress 
BKSUM We All 

• • • 

Hove One Gool! 
Eoch scientific dixovery 

. . . tKhnologicol devel-, 
opment we moke bene­
fits HW of u$. .y 

Eviry odvtfncing sttp 
JMKJs us (loser to our 
gogi — tiMt of fl better, 
more promising tomor­
row. And we'ro making 
progress every day. 

• ^ • • • • 
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Rice, Cattle, Hunting Add 

Greatly To Arta's Economy 

: » , j * : - ^ '-

Lumber 
1406 Glen Floro Rd. 234.3102 Eofit Lake 

^Ittfis comUiMSjv^swm be seen thrpughodf t)vi,.am. 
as'rfce pfoducihri naFvesf'ah<^ bunq>er crop of top 
tpaU ŷ rtce fronajIWfLareai'Ortr a innum'0^51^(30101*: 
are''expected to be harvested In the area serviced by 
the Eagle Lake office of thê  American Rice Growers 
Cooperative Association, bringing millions of dollars into 
this community's economy. 

4*. 

I A' good mixture of products that add to the economy of 
tAe community is exemplified In this photo, as Hereford 
cattle graze in tall forage while ducks swim in a pond in 
the foreground. The cattle Industry has been one of the 
backlx>nes of the community's economy. White duck and goose 
hunting on a commercial basis has come into Its own only 
in the past several decades, the hunting of migratory birds . 
now brings thousands of dollars into this community each 
fall and winter season. 

tractors to move. It was not 
until the 1940's that rice com­
bines became commonplace. 

The advent of combines her­
alded the establishment of rice 
driers which sprang up in 
quick succession In the area. 

Continual and steady pro­
gress has identified the In­
dustry. Now rice farming Is 
almost entirely mechanized 
through the use of airplanes 
for seeding, fertilizing and 
spraying and sophisticated 
machinery is used in all 
phases of the crop growing. 
Even the laser is entering the 
picture to expedite surveying 
and Irrigation. 

Rice farmers are large users 
of fuel,' rubber, oil, hardware 
and batteries and they support 
implement dealers, seed, fer­
tilizer and chemical business­
es and agricultural aerial ap­
plicators. Their loans and 
deposits represent a sizeable 
portion of the rice area's 
banking business and It Is estl -
mated that more than 60̂ ( of 
the farmers' gross Income Is 
plowed back into the economy 
of the section. 

Rice farming has comn a 

Oakland Was 

Once Named 

"Prairie Point" 

In about 1894 Oakland was 
a small town of about 300 
inhabitants, situated in the 
western part of the county, 
eight miles southwest of 
Weimar. 

Oakland was established 
long before the Civil War. 

The first nanie«(̂ th|4t4pwn 
was said to be^rairierant, 
but when application was 
made to the national govern­
ment for a post office to be 
established the name was 
changed to Oakland, as there 
was already a post office in 

long way from oxen and 
laborious work and continues 
to seek the most efficient 
means of production for one of 
the nation's major grain 
•<yrop8. 

ĥen an American soyi that he 

loves his country, he means not only 

that he loves the New England hills, 

the prairies glistening in the sun, the 

wide and rising plains, the great 

mountains, and the sea. He means 

that he loves an iimer air, an inner 

light in which freedom lives and in 

which a man can draw the breath 

of sell respect" 

Adhri Stevenson 

WEMUEni 

I 
BERBER MOBIL SERVICE 

•17 EAST MAIN - EAGLE LAKE 
MR. AND MRS. LAWRENCE BERGER & FAMILY 

r ̂  
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Here In 1896 
How did it happen that 

rice, the No. 1 crop in 
Colorado County in 1976, was 
introduced into the county? 

Well, a man by the name of 
Capt. William Dunovant of 
Eagle Lake planted 20 acres 
of rice in 1896 as an 
experiment. It was on marsh 
land around the lake which 
bordered his plantation. 

The experiment was suc­
cessful. Next year, Capt. 
Dunovant planted 200 acres 
and built a pumping plant on 

jthe lake to irrigate the rice. 
Next year Capt. Dunovant 

planted 1000 acres to rice, 
and other laoijowners woke 
up and began to plant rice. 

Another pumping plant 
was built at Eagle Lake and 
then a third at Garwood, and 
the rice industry was a going 
concern. 

Today, over a million 
barrels of rice are produced 
in this area annually, 
bringing an income of over 
$20,000,000. 

Happy Birthday, America! 

Texas called Prairie Point. 
John H. Mullin served as 
postmaster of Oakland for 
many years. 

As we celebrate our 2(IOth 
Anniversary, we look back on 
our heritage, proud to be the 

land of the free. 

ESTLINBAUH LUMBER AND 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 
EDNA AND ERVIN ESTLINBAUM 

..EAGLE LAKE 

We're Proud To 
•A 

May the true meaning of our 
American Heritage of Liberty endure 
in our hearts to govern our thoughtsi 

and actions forever! 
We Salute the Citizens of Eagle Loke and 

Colorado County! 

\ 7 l O M £ STAR INDUSTRIES. 
IMC. 

EAGLE LAKE PLANT 

I 


