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- centenniol Report

Rotary Club
Active Here
For 53 Years

Eagle Lake Rotary
observed its fiftieth anniver-
sary of the lounding of the

_..Jervice club in_this commup-
ity at & ban held in the
Community Center Tuesday,
June 12th, 1973,

The club had its found
on  April 16th, 1923 wit
sixteen charter members.
Charter members include W,
E. Lenhart, Jesse Thomas,
Harry Reading, 8. Odis
Boothe, Joe H. Me(reary,
Ben H. Faber, L. D. Allen,
George H. Bowles, Louis
Burger, B. H. Daily, James
A. Drum]gmit. George Keith,
James Morgan, Floyd Nor.

s man; Robert Putney wnd Joe
 The late Mra~ Mildred
Davis Harbert was pianist
and club sweetheart upon its
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In Eagle Lake

Lake Masonje
. AF. and AM.,

me club was the 1408rd to
be organized under the
International Charter  No.

Rotary

y the Downtown Houston It founding on June th, 1973

Rotary Club, Iﬁhmuil}ul‘ﬂu
Membership in the club has

ﬂmuu.dthm@mm Lake was still in its

from a low of 13 to » high of  infancy when a group of

47, prmdlﬁhdlnlmgh

.,
The chb will begin its 53rd  Tequest permission to ar-
FHI'W?I:TI'EMJI]IIH, ringe 8 Lodpe bere. The

1978. The 197677 Lownaite had been
of the club is Jim W, Stansel, * few earlier and it*
~-Pust —presidents inelude={hy — would amother 15 i
the order of serviee from before Congressman i 4.
1923 through 1975): Manafield (then County
W. E. Cenhart, J. H. 7 of Colorade County)
would jssue” an order

M e R T :
Ne:i Ellis, Emil m incorporating the City of
C. Reed, Nie C. Ney, Lake.

L. Reading, Raymond Davis, Dec. 9, 1872 officers of
Gilbert Chopin, Louis W. Eagle Lake No. 366
Stiles, W. E. Lenhart, Wwere installed ing B. C.
Gresham Marmion, W, E. - Jones as w 1
Strickland, Gardner C. Dun- He was in that

can, David R. Wintermann, office by John F. Fuller on
:’nﬂi:m B, Hinton, 8. Odis -'-'Il.ln{"i. 1878, '
e, Willard E. Shuart, Lodge icipated |

. ﬁn %+H:!‘.Ih’an;i-,- William -- the laying 3¢ .Pﬂ'llmdlﬂ w:}

—Thomas, Willinm Al the Bagle Lake Publié School-
breeht, Hmmy- Jenkins, Wal- - 'ﬁlﬂ'ﬂlw Aug. 10,1910 and

lace Lindsay, Simon 8§ this instilled members to
Sincliir, E. F. Abererombie;  #rect a new building in 1911,
Also, Elmer Struss, Lioyd The Lodge still occupies the

- . same building although it

Eagle Lake Rofary Club is
proud fo have had a parf in
this community's progress for

May the freedoms we
enjoy foday--last forever.

EAGLE LAKE ROTARY

Eagle Lake, Texas

underwent extensive im-
provements in 1969.

meels every
second Friday of the month.
Current Worshipful Master is
James L. Adkins. Bufford
Ashley is the incoming
Worshipful Master.

Is Founder
Of Chesterville

Named after one of its
early setilers, William Chest-
ter, Chesterville became
quile a good-sized little Lown
around the turn of iLhe
century when many immi
grant trains from lowa,
Kansas, and Missouri brought
seltlers Lo Texas and to Lhe
Chesterville prairie in par
ticular. John Linderholm

Spalinger, Deane Fletcher,
Charles W. Causey, Otjs
Pouncey, Hargrove Smith, M.
L. Briscoe, Fred R Frnka,
Clyde Nispel, Albert Puste

Jovsky, Earl Rodgers, Jr..
William Farris, Harold The

mas, Fulton M. Dromgoole,
Dr. Raymond R. Thomas,
Clyde Brown, Howard C.
Johnson, Sherman Tryon, Vic

Scott, Robert Griffith, Ed H.
Shirley, Ottis Coleman. Ar

thur Anderson, T. J. Smith.

Donald Obenhaus, Frank

Sherrer, Gerald Bradshaw

lll'utl J.T. (Tommy) Pilking-

o,

CLUB

“Providence has showered on this 3
land blessings without number, and

Has chosen vou as the guardians of

Freedom, to preserve it for the benefit

of the human race. May He ensble you

to guard and defend to the end of

time the great charge He has committed

to your keeping.”

h-unuﬂnmmhﬂlh_lrﬂ
experiment in Ireedom and democracy, We owe i ts
lh-.-dumuk_n_nglm—“.

and with all the viger we can muster.

Andrew Jackson

We Salufe Eagle Lake and Colorado
County Proqll

: Happy Birthday, Americal

———— Masons T —

The ghosts of & hundred
sle cavalrymen from
Colorade County ride again in
a new, eritically-acelaimed
historical novel, “The Devil
Gun" (G, P. Putnam's Sons,
New ‘York), by William
Edward Syers, Kerrville

—nithor and “Soilnwesterh
leature -eolumnist, 11 wax

reported to the Headlight
this week.

Syers is author of the
best-selling Texas heritage
collection, “Off the Beaten
Trail,” carried for many years
a3 a featyre column by Texas
newspapers.

Captained by John S.
Shropshire, the Colorade
County men were troopers in
Company A. second regiment
of the Sibley Brigade of
cavalry. In an audacious
stroke aimed al annexing
western gold and blockads-
prool Pacific ports to the
infant Confederacy, Sibley's
Texans stormed west almost

te  the

ling,

2 Lions Clubs
Active Here

Eagle Lake community has
nol one but two very active
Lions Clubs, the Eagle Lake
Noon Lions Club, lounded in
1841 and the Eagle Lake
Evening Lions Club which
was founded in 1970,

The Noon Lions Club was
organized on June ISth, 1941
and R. F. Spanibel was
elected president. Lloyd
Spalinger was first vice
president; W. M. Hendry,
second viee president; Joe D,
Luna secretary; E, J. Morse,
treasurer;: K. L.Cole, tamer:
Buddy Randow, tail twister
and Joe L. MeCreary, scribe.

Other eharter members
were: Lewis Kopecky, W. R
Terrell, E. M. Kveton, (. A,
Liegler, Carter Walker,
Frank Mazac, M. C. Fontenot,
Fred F. Nye, Jr., and 8. C.
Cooper

The Noon Lions meet ut
oot on Thursdays at the
Community Center. They
sponsor a wide variety of
ocutstanding projects both
locally and on the district
leval,

The Eagle Lake Evening

California

“Lions Club held its charter

tight on  December 10th,
1970, Charter president was
Carl Seaholm, Jr., and other
olficers included: Leonard
Walker, first vice-president:
Franklin Reese, second vice
president; Ken Craig. third
vice president; Nelson lsen.
hower, secretary; Richard
Bryant, treasurer: Darius
Briscoe, Lion tamer: Dale
Eberhart, tail twister, Other
charter members included:
James C. Crabb, Jack
‘Dannels, Dale Dixon. E. A
Krivacka, Jack Listowski,
Bennie Miller, Kenneth Nor
ris, Herberi Ramirez, Bil|
Rhoades, ‘Lonnie Sommer-
latte, Joseph Wilkerson,
Willis Wilson and Diek Wood.

The club meets at 7:30 p.m,
Tuesdays at Jaek's Restaur
ani and carries on an active
community program with
emphasis on youl prografms.

Clyde Farthing is the
current president of Lthe Noon
Lions and Obie Rhodes is
rrﬂiﬂtnt ol the Evening

A0na.

settled there in 1905 and buil

an  office with a teller's

window in it and & big sale.

Although it was known as

“the bank™ it was pever
or even

New Novel Tells Of County
Confederate Cavalrymen’s Ride

: :Kﬁ-————twiun:&h ot

Council
Instituted in '59

The Eagle Lake Councll of
the Knights of Columbus, Our
Lady of Perpetual Help
Council Neo. 4843, was
instituted in ceremonies held"
August 30, 1959 in - Nada,
Texas with a total of fifty-pne
charter members.

During the pastseventesn
years the council has carried

“on numerdus eommunity and

[raternal projects and the
membership has continued to
inctease with & tofal OF 128 °
members during this bicen-
tennial year. .

Albert Pustejovaky was
the Grand Knight of Our
Lady of Perpetual Hel
Council when it was formed.
The current Grand Knight is

# b

Citzens of the community contributed pee:-~usly lo the
construction of the Swimming Podl for this commuaity, con-
siructed under sponsorship of The local Americdp Lagion
Post and opersted by the Post for a number of years, bafors
turning over the facilities to the Eagle Lake Jaycees'itm -
are now (he gperalors of the pool, A tolal of $28 000 'Via
contribubed by local citizens to pay for the pool and bath-
houses which were officlally opened for the first tHme with a

capturing Tucson, Arizona D;‘"m Hnlm_. . Splash Day May 18, 1048, Fred I, Froka was commander of
and Albuquerque and Santa fu“r:"; .EE::;;L .T';" “”: the Post at thet time and serving on an Advisory Commii-
Fe, New Maxico, Didner Hall, P & were : E. J. Parma, Melvin Campbell, Roland Campball

Without reinforcoment or D, 8. Taylor, Harry Larson and J, B, Wesson,

Supply, the Texans endured
an epie thousand-mile retreat,
drn{m:g with them on
tdptired cannons, [ater
a1 the Confederate Valverde
Battery, which they fought
all the way through the war
Syers titled his book from the
battery's last surviving gun,
buried after the war and later

One of the major projects
tl; the past two years has
- n sponsorship of a benefit
ey it proEEEds ear

mirked for Lhe- Bhriner's
Crippled Childrer’s Hospital
and the Burns Institute.

. Capt. J. W. MeCarty
Powerlul Distorical novels o
come [rom the Americif
Southwest, g}-rn‘ book pre
SenLs a sweeping panorama of
Confederate Texas al war,
Theodore M. Purdy, New
York contributing editor,
said,

gaptaln in Th& Conlederate

the Virginia Military Insij
tute under “Stonewall” Jack.
san, His wife was the former
Made'ene Oldham, daughter
ol Judge Oldham.

unearthed near Fairfleld, sast
of Waco,

Called one of the most

-
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SYNBOL OF OUR AMERICAN FREEDOM
AND. INDEPENDENCE

_ Your Own Individual Kind Of Freedom And Independence,
The Finoncial Backing For

i.

*

THIS IS THE

Your Good American Dreams Come True...
And Your Good-Sense Saving Abilityl

Choose Colorado Cqunly Federal Savings And Loan
Association. for safety, earnings and strength.

HIGHEST » « « In savings dividends!

HIGHEST DIVIDEND RATES ALLOWABLE UNDER LAW = PLUS DAILY COMPOUNDING

SAFEST « « o IN Savings .

S ———
ACCOUNTS INSURED TO $40,000,00 UNDER F 8.L.LC,

L A\MOST DEPENDABLE

|\ asin a
| home-owned financial institution,
the largest in this area.
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(OLORADO COUNTY FEDERAL |
SAVINGS & LOAN ASSOCIATION K

Home Office - Columbus, Texas

Branches - Kaly, Sealy and Wharton gng Schulenburg
Member F.5.LIC,

{
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“Tipt. 7. W, MeCarty whis

army and was & graduaste of

——————Area’s Top Ronchers:

Purchases First Rice Combine

The late G, A, Besholm, shown above In the center, was
the first Eagle Lake rice farmer to purchase & rice combine
in this community. He I8 shown with the former. owners of
Schnelder-Ware Company of Eagle Lake, International-Har-
vester dealer, Harold Ware ol laft, and W, A, (Bill ) Bch-
nelder st right, All three pentlemen are now decesssd.

Vance Dunecan, laft, and Helmpr Seaholm,
right, are shown on a couple of thelr favorite horses. The
two men were plonears In ranching in the Eagle Lake area,
They produced some of the state’s finest cattle and quar-
terhorses. Mr. Seabolm L8 retired, but still takes an active
Interest in furming and ranching progress in the community,

The late I.

Y R R

HATS OFF
TO AMERICA &

COLORADO
COUNTY .

PROGRESS!

EAGLE LAKE RICE DRYER, INC.

RICE DRYING AND STORAGE
PHONE 234 - 2538

EAGLE LAKE

rFirﬂ Planted In
Carolinas In 1600's Greatly To A

:":- . B 1

NGRICULTURE == Story Of American Rice

i
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The ox Leams and back break-
ing work which marked the
begiming of the American rice

atar tha Civil War thai -
tampts were made to rulse the

Iow__pluces, dumped (he rice
= In st worked (1t IO the ground

by walking oxen or other cal-
tle around and Around in the
mud, Levess were shoveled
by hand and sseding was done
by tosaing seed from a bucket
a8 the farmer walked back and
forth across the flald. Boma
utilized back pouchesfor seed
carriers,

Hand scythes were used for
harvesting and the rice wis

N tied In bundles, carriad o high

ground and laft to dry. Straw
was held over a barrel and the
grain beaten off, Hulling was
sccomplished with & mortar
and pestle,

In the lals 1300"s the first
commercial quantity rice
crops were grown, By this
Hme soma farmers owned
steam powered wood stoked
threshers which spewed graln
into hand sewn bags. When the
threshing was completed,
avery svallable storage space
wis filled with grain, even-
fually sold and hauled by
wagons and leams to various
destinations.

As progress accelerated and
rice farming Increansd, small
steam powersd mills came

inte operation, Farmera,
gpaking more dependable
gources . of waler, pumped
from b oLl rivars or
streams, or bullt amall canal
systems,

Later, the Indusiry wns.lo
se¢ canal companies formed
o provide Indricale systama
ind wide irrigation.

With Increased production,
wagon and ox or mule téams
were [nadequate transporta-
Hom, About the turn of the
century railway transporia-
ton had grown (o the point
where It cbuld be used o car-
ry rice, Boals and barges
werse grain carrierson wuter-
Wiy B,

Climake and soll |n the rice
producing region attracted
settlers, Immigrants came
from Holland Turkey, Swe-
den, Germany, Japan and oth-
er sections of the United States
to establish rice farms, Soms
remalned and even today thelr
descendants are often found
still engaged In the produc-
fion of rice on or near ori-
ginal  homesites. Storms,
mosquitos and other hardships
drove others away,

Combine Era Begins

In the late 1020's the flrst
combines arrived on the rioe
farm scens. [Early 1s

which somelimes tock five

Rice combines
3 T Frohua R

soon be seen (hroy
PR Rt mﬁ"ﬂﬂﬂ‘

Rice, Cattle, Hunting Add
rea’s Ecom* y

uwdw__

harvested In the area serviced by

the Eagle Lake office of the" Amarican Rics Growers
Cooperative Assoclation, bringing millions of dellars into

this commumily's scondmy,

i e T s

A good misture of products that add to the economy of

{he community Is exemplified

in this photo, as Hereford

cattle graze-in tall forage while ducks swim ina pond in
the foregroumd. The cattle industry has been one of the
backbonés of the community's economy. While duck and goose
hunting on & commercial basis has come into its owm ondy

in the past several decades

the hunting of migratory birds

now brings thousands of dollars Into this community sach

fall and winter season.

tractors to move, [t was not
until the 1940°s that rice com-
bines became commonplace,

The advent of combines her -
alded the establishmend of rice
driers which sprang uwp in
quick succession In the area.

Continual and steady pro-
gress has ldentified the In-
dustry. Now rice farming is
almost entirely mechanized
through the use of airplanas
for seeding, fertillzling and
Spraying and sophlsticaled
machinery is used In all
phases of the crop growing.
Even the lasér is entering the
plcture o expédite surveying
and irrigation,

Rice farmers are large users
of fuel, rubber,. ofl, hardware
and batteries and they support
implamaent dealsrs, seed, for-
tilizer and chemical bustness-
@8 and agricaltural asrisl ap-
plicators, Thelr loans and
deposits represent a slzeable
portion of the rice area's
banking business and it 15 esti-
mated that more than 60, of
the farmers’ gross (ncome is
plowed back into the economy
of the section,

Rice farming has coms 4

Oakland Was
Once Named

“Prairie Point"

In about 1694 Oakland was
a small town of about 300
inbabitants, situsted in the
weslern part  of the county,
eight miles southwest of
Weimar.

Oakland was established
bong before the Clvil War,

The first name wf that tgwn
was said to be Prairie Point,
but when application was
made (o the national govern-
ment for a post olfice Lo be
established the name was
changed to Oakland, as there
was already a post office in

long way from oxen and
laborious work and continues
o seek the most efficient
means of production for one of
the nation's major grain

<rops,

“‘Nr :
hen an American says that he

AP

+

There’s No End to Progress... ,

Because We All
Have One Goal! o

“From All The “Hard-Working" "Tax-Paying".
"Patriotic” Folks at

o S
~ et

-~

Lake Lumber

*

1406 Gle Floa . 234302 oLk
» : v » cme
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loves his country, he means niot only
that he loves the New England hills,
the prairies glistening in the sun, the
wide and rising plains, the great
mouniains, and the sea. He means
that he loves an inner air, an inner
light in which freedom lives and in
which a man can draw the breath

of sell respect.”

Adlai Stevenson

#17 EAST MAIN - EAGLE LAKE

———— T Y
p— =

N ——

- —_aihe lake (o irrigate the rice.
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SERVE AGRICUL

IN GARWOOD, NADA AND-
COLORADO COUNTY

GARWOOD IMPLEMENT &
SUPPLY CO. - -

HICHWAY 71 - GARWOOD, TEXAS - 758-3221
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Cap?. Dunovant

Introduced Rice
Here In 1896

How did it happen that
rice, the No. 1 erop -in
Colorado County in 1978, was
introduced into the county?

Well, a man by the name of
Capt. William Dunovant of
Eagle Lake planted 20 acres
of riee in 1896 as an
experiment. It was on marsh
land sround the lake which
bordered his plantation,

The experiment was suc-
cessful. Next year, Capl.
Dunovant planted 200 acres
and built & pumping plant on

Happy Birthday, Americal

Next year Capt. Dunovant
planted 1000 nacres to rice,
and other landowners woke
up and began Lo plant rice.

Another pumping -plant
was built at Eagle Lake and
then a third ai Garwood, and
the riee industry was 2 going
concern.

Today, over a milllon
barrels of rice are producsd
in this area annually,
bringing an income of over
20,000,000,

NS

Texas called Prairie Poinl
John H. Mullin served as
postmaster of Oakland for
many years,

As we"celebrate our 200th
Anniversary, we look back on
our herifage, proud fo be the

land of the free.

ESTLINBAUM LUMBER AND
CONSTRUCTION (0.

EDNA AND ERVIN ESTLINBAUM

We're Proud To

May the true meaning of our
American Heritage of Liberty endure
in-our hearts to govern our thoughts

and actions forever!

We Salute the Citizens of Eagle Lake and
Colorado Countyl

MR, AND MRS, LAWRENCE BERGER & FAMILY
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